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COURTING UNDER

DIFFICULTIES.

nY . DELACY.

( LD ITANS TURNER and Lis neigh-

bor Jones, lad fallen out about u |

piece bl land, nnd the result was a lnw-snit,
which had made them such enemies that
they would not speak to ench othor, or ale
low their familics to hold any intercourse,

Tans had a davghter Kate, who was
about eighteon years of age, and whe John
Jones;, tho oldest son in the Jones family,
thonght just the pretiiest girl in all erea-
ton. At the time the family troubles e
gan, he was puying  attention to  Kate.
but then the old man forbid libm the Botkse,
amd thremtencd Kate with dive vengennee
Bat
was not to be conquered in any &neli man-

il e evon spoke to him neain, love
ner, and in fact the opposition only seemed
to fan the flames the brighter,  The resnlt
was that John and Kate maniged  to meet
vnite ofton.

1t =0 hinppened, that on one evenine the
whole tamily, exeept Kate. went nway to
rome merry-mnking, to he gone until fquite
late, when John, as in duty bound, eame
aver—aeeidentally of conrse—io keep Kato

T

The T

other hialf, who, in this case was no bettor
than he,

The hoys woere quickly avoused, anid medo
nequainted with the canse of the commo-
tiom,  With the striking of the light came
renewod cournge, and with the boys for a
body-guard—the old folks returned to res
conpitre the premises,

JUpon entering the room the old mian at a
sife distnnee, holding the light, made onoe
ol the hoys rise the curtain and look under
the bed.  OF vonrso nothing was {liere, {or
the moment the way was left clear John
hard marde haste to get hway from the honse
amd was then quite n distance his
way home.

on

By this time Kate had Joined the party
anxions to learn i her lover hiad esenped,
andd s looking under the bed liad filed 1o
explain the mysters, sho suggestod that thoy
exumine the cellar,  Acoonlingly the whole
force moved eautionsly down to thiat loealis
ty, but {here, senreh was (‘llll:l”_‘" TNSNCCEES-
ful, and the old wan eturnad inthe full be-
lief that some supernatural visitor had made
the terriblo sounds,

The boys il Kate tried to convines Wim
to the contrary, but all to no effeot, and he

solemnly siid 1 Childven, some one is ro-

| ing to die and thisis o warning ; You may

From gotting lonesome, and Lielp her to pass |

the evening pleasantly,

That le succceded admiralily, we may
Judge, from: the fuot that before either of
the lovors thought it late, the cart inge
bringing home the family, arvived, and the
old man’s voice was heard approaching the
door,

Rate waa terrilly afraid of her father's
anger, and Forn momoent, there seemed to
bo 1o way except to face him and brave i6:
but a woman is generally ready for an
emergency, and Kate was i woman.

Hans and his wife slept in the  sitting-
room. having a bed go fixed that diving the |
day abont Gwo-thinds of its length tuined
up against the wall, where with a eurtiin
drawn nround ity was but little in the way.

Kate also knew that hier parents invaria-
bly visited the pantry fora bitg, just hefore
retiving for the night, and so without any
maore hesitation she divceted John 0 ereep
under the head of the bed, telling him to
slip out quictly while they were cating their
evening lonch,  To please Kate, John
would have dono much more than that, so
he did as she told him, with as little delay
as possible. e bhad lawdly reached his
hiding place before the old folks necompan-
After
a few moments of conversation, the hoys
s Kate went to their rooms, leaving Hans
and his wife as they supposed, in full pos-

session of the prewdses,

ied by the boys, entered the room,

Mrs, Ians soon proceeded to turn down
the bed and prepare it for the uight, when |

ohin from his place under the Led, eom-

gratulated himself upon soon  having a
chanee to leave: but whether {he good
cheer furnished at the party where they liad |
been, took away their usual appetite or not,
is not known, hut to John's horror they at
ones prepaved for bed, not giviug him the
expected opportunity for eseape, |

He thought, however, that he might by
keeping still until they were asleep, yet get
away without old Hans hearing him, and |

perhaps might have done it, had ho uot |
boen troubled with a cold.  John had not
dong been under the bed until hie folt o

strong inclination to cough, which he man- |
aged Lo vestrain for a time, but at last, be-
fore the old folks could possibly Le aslecp,

in spite of all he coulddo, a sort of grant |

It was o curious sound and
perhaps might have frightened even braver
peaple than Hans Turner, and his wife.—
Every man has some weakness, and old
f'urner's weak point was a lem belef in
ghosts and goblins, and consequently ho at
once gave the eredit of the singular sonnd
to some supernatural canse.

eseaped him,

His hair bris-

Hed with tevror and he havdly bl strength |

to whisper to his worthy pmtocry, o know
i she had head the noise.  Yes ! she too
had homd ity and was fully as badly searod.
Whilo they lay in such fear 0 the bed,
Jolin was in still greater tronble wnder the
bed. The eonstant tickling in his throat,

snd the fear of being diseovered if he gave |

way to ity put him in porfect misery. At
last bie could restrnin it no Jonger and in
the attempt to keep it back, ho sueceedad
in malking # voise that was a groan,n cough
and grunt so mingled, that it was enough
to searo any one.  Old Hans conld not hold
wut againgt any noise so terrible, and mak-
ing a leap he landed in the middle of the
room, saying: 'Bave yoursell, mother !
The dovil or kome of his imps is under the
bed,” le made speed to reach the roomn oc-

ipied by the boys, hastily followed by his

&

langh now, but it in
shonld find either me or the old woman
dewd, then you would believe it too,”  But
at last they again retived, Lk this time the

citndle was left burning, as Hans said, **go

the morning  yon

he could see il anything did happen.

As time possed on and neither him or
the old svomsn were called away, s fears
subkided, but for nearly a year o used to
tell the story overy time hoe eonld oot a
listener; and wonld hiave told it longer of
1E the trath hiad not eome out.

Not many months however, after that
terrible uight, the troulle between {he two |
familics was settled, and then John and |
Kate with her fallor's conisent, emigrated
to the State of Matrimony.

At the wedding, as the old man was re-
lniing “*his ghost gtory,” as he called it
to guite an audicnce, Kate took {he seare
all out of it by telling the cxaet enuse of
the noise.

The laugh that followed Kate's version
of the story, was not joined in by old Hans,
and he was even hieard tomuttes sometlhing
like,

“Twish I had known it before I gave my
consent to the marviage,” and in which
case, it is Nighly probabile that John wonld
have waited some longér before marrying :
Kate with her father's approval.  As il I
could not be helped now, the old man soon
learned to look upon itas a joke, and fully
forgave both Jolin and Koate.

Seene in o Justice's Court. '
Dramatis Personn—TLawyer, who is fond |
of his **tod " Witness, with a
weakness ; the Court 3 and opposing legal

likewise

| lights and spectators,

Lawyer to witness—

“Did you diink any thing at the bar of
the defendant "’

*Onee."!

ANy more

G Y or, Rir”

 Well, how many more 2" emphatieally.

* Perhaps twice or three times."

S Did you, sin, drink ten times?'?

“Tdon't know, may be T did." !

“ Well, sir, how did you feel after the |
first drink?"  Witness muses awhile—

1 felt like n sunflower.”*

AL, you did sir, How did you feel after
the apeand deink 2 .

Witness, smiling blandly—*T—1 felt like

two sunflowers I'?

?lnr.- langhter, and lawyer slightly irrita-
Ledd,
YONow i M——with great gravity of look
—after ton drinks how did you feel 2"
Witness to lawyer—* Square, you have
been there, you know, pretty often, and un-
derstand language @s not equal to the vceasion.

Really you must excuse me."

“Bilenea in the Court!" thundars the

Jjustice; and of course ho was obeyed—in a
horw.

R =

{F™ A poddler in Connoetieut sold  his |

dog to n stranger for eight dollars, and lent
hifm o piece of safety fuse (o lead the ani-
mul home by, By the brilie of o dollar a
boy was induced to five the fuse, the dog
returned to his old master, and the peddler
netted soven dollams on his (rade.

-~ -
L2 What i Europe compared to A mer-

ien?" said n Fourth of July orntor. ** No-
whar! Whero is England? Nowhar t—
They call England the mistiross of the sen,
but whitt makes the sen?. The Mississippd
makes it, nud 11l we've gpt todo is o turn
the Mississippi into the Mammoth Cave, and
the English navy will be floundering in the
i "

nes,

AN UNWELCOME GUEST.

Y JUDUE CLARK.

'l“.}lil':'l' money and keep it, accor-
ding to Riehard Whinstone's ente-
chism, were the fies ehief onds of man,
He was a single man on prineipal, 1t
was the right thing cconomically, and
therefore right indubitably,

To one porson in the world Richard
Whinstone was genorous, and that was
his dear friend—Richurd Whinstone,

IRichard Whinstone had done o good
day’s work., He hid made one or two
profitable shaves ; he had sold up  the
widow Marten, and tarnod her and her
six ehildren fur non-pay-
wentof rent; and, finally, had rewl a
litele boy with o pinched and pitiful tuee,
who had besonehit the price of n loul” ol
birend, and who said he had o sick moth-
er ut home, i leeture an the ginfulness of
bogging, that evidently touched the little
wreteh's conseience, for he turned nside
ancd wept lllll{‘i'l_\'.

“ You're a goud eitzen,
a8 he sat down 1o dinner,
to hoe rewurded,”

The dinner was one after hisown heart.

ot of doors

Dick.” he said,

“and  deserve

It was a treat he had promised himselt if!
Tliillu.-‘ woere li,',:hl, and lill‘..\,' foened Zune
right.

I his
Bur-

e ate, drank, and was werry.
appetite lost its odee, the hottle of

daeity of a sword-swallower. Another
and unother followed, till nothing remain-
ol but the bone, which he erushed with
his teoth, and then sucked the murrow.

“ Now for a punch " he eried-

There is no hot water,” . Nichard ven-
tured to BUY,

“ Wirter! who asked for water ?—
bring me a lemon, some sugar, and n kot-
tle.”

The kettle was placed on the fire,.—
The steanger filled it with hrandy, qd-
ding lewon and sugar to suit his taste.—
As the liquor boiled over it caught fire
setting the whole in o hlaze.

Richard jumped up to take it off—

[ The stranger caught his arm, and flung

gundy was there to whet it, and foll to !

again, till the last morsel, like Macbheth's
amen, «tuek in his thront.

Satiety normally begets placidity.—
The lion, the leopard, and the lumb,
might lie down rogether any day, with
perfect sufety to the latter—provided the
two former had their bellies full, The
boa eonstrictor, gosged with an ox. he-
tukes himself, for a4 sesson, to o lile of

guict.  But the eifect on Richard Whin-
stone wis different. The expense of o
whole pig, walloving in wine, rested

heavy on his conscience, and bhyain be- |

sun to busy itsell” with schemes of re-
unbursment,

The current of hixs thoughts was inter-
rupted by a loud knock.,  Who equld
coting on business.at that hour ?
one, perhaps, with a bill ot discount iu
an emergency that would benr no waiting.
So much the hettery and he hastened to
open the I]lurl’.

be
Some

“ How nre you, Diek "' the stranger
greeted him, with a familinrity altogether
too eareless Tor n m.-(-.‘l.\" cLstomer

“1 have not the pleasure of your ac-
quaintance, siv,” suid Riehard, in o tone
wore freczing than polite,

“ But f know you very well.” returned
the stranger; *and pray don’t let us
stand here bandying ceremonies, for it's

| coufonnded :‘}:'IH:,' o' r:l_\'i!:j_f which he lod

the way to the apavtment Ilichaud had
Jjust quitted.

“AWell, this 1s ecomfort,” he continued,
rubbing his hands Lelore the fire. 1
had 't felt so wueh at home I left
there,"

A hasty survey of his wvisitor added
alarni to Richard's astonishment.  Ile
vas o wiry, ill-looking little wan, in a
rusty suit of black, with a wicked leer
(1311 I;l* ﬁ!"i.‘. :lllll une ('11]]! |'m|[“

since

him hack ns if he hind been a child in-
slend of o substantial citizen of two hun-
ilred ]mnl.ul.\-

* What nre yonabout #** he exelnimed ;
“the punch is doiug well enough.”

“ 1 was only afraid the honse might be
burnt.™

* Bother the hounse ! replied the little
man; *there's no danger.”

*Your health, Dick,” at length he
said, and raising the kettle all blazing to
his fips, he drank like a ilromedury.

“ Aud now, Dick, it's your turn.” he
said after o long  breath “oyou must
drink sy health now.”

Richard drew back.

* Drink [ shonted the stranger, Lold-
ing out the vessel.

Puor Dick took a single gulp.  Heleft
the skin of his mouth on the brim of the
kettle, his throat was singed by the blaze,

“And now to business said the stran-
cor, resuming his seat, leaving Dick to
st or stand ag he chose.

“You knew John Walter, 1 helieve.”

“ Yo—yes," stnmmered Richard, 1
onee knew u person of that name.”
“ You and he went to California to-

cetlior,”
Richard scknowledged the fact,
** Yor made money, and ke didn’t.”
“I believe 1 was the more fortunate of
the twn.”
* You and he started to return together,

| and Le died at San Franciseo.”

Richard bowed.

“Iis wife and child are now
tute,” the stranger persisted.

T enn't help that.”

“OFf course not. Tt was his hoy you
gave the good advice to-day ; 1 hope the
young scamp will profit by it.”

The seene with the little heggar, Rich-
aridl ‘was quite sure had been witnessed
by no one,  How the stranger found it

desti-

fout was past eomprehension,

[ 1t's another lie that he died poor.

“ 1 say Diek,” the little man résumed, |

holding his hands in the bluzeas if they

| were fice-proof, “what an inhospitable

doiz you are?"

“ Whether hospitable or inhospitable
growled Richard, loging his temper ns he
cained his conrage, ** i3 not your busi-
ness, but [ would like to know whut "
“It's bad talking business on an cmp-
stomacel.”

1 don't see how it's to be helped,"
answered Dick, doggedly.

Ly

| hislife in  another's keeping.
Cing knife lay within his reach.

o Ihm'! By I].l.w |I,'s (1] !u! ]u'”u'n!. ",‘nll I

eurmndgeon ' thundered the little man.
ﬁl".f‘l'l!lj‘.

fonst on the tuble, there must he wore
where it came from.”
“Upon my word,” repliecd Richard

' meekly, for he was getting frightened
again, ** thero isn't & bite in the house.”
* Don't lie!'" ronved theother; * there
is & eold hiam in the pantry, and a demi-
| johu of brandy in the eloset.”
“ How du you know that ¥ it was on
| the tip of Richard's tongue to, ask, but
| e was too much amazed to xpeak.
“ How did T know it?"” hroke in

t]u-.

stranger, as if reading his thooghts ;— |

“ Why, I smell thew ; g0 bring them
out.”

reguired articles were produced.
Without ehanging his seat, 1ho little

man drew up to the table and began to

eut,  And how he dideat!” A chank

| stuck on the point of the caryving kuife,

[ aud thrust down his throat with the au- | Ilig last rational act was the execution of

*“You're guite sure dohn Walter died
poor ?" the stranger went on,
“OW! quite,” said Richard, 1 paid
his funeral expenses myselt.”
That's o lie!” retorted the
man ; * 'iviu'.\_‘ were Irilill ]r‘\' the ]iu}llif.'.
[I!:
had twenty thousand dollars with him
\\r’hil'h you .‘~l||1|'..”
SOF deny ie M Richard I'.-lit‘|}' gerenmed,
“and dely you to prove it.”
“Proveiv! What effrontery! Why 1
gaw you do it.”
1 is falze!
ent.””
* I;ﬂ
commit
thing."
Dick shrank shivering in a chair, but
safd nothing.
“ Johin Walter would have survived
his illness, but you put poisen ¥n lis med-

There was nobody pres-

careful,
yourself.

Richard, or you will
I saw you do another

ene,

A sudden fury took possession of Rich-
ardl Winston when he saw the seeret of
The carv-
He seized
it, aud springing on the stranger, with

| desperate plunge sought to bury the hlade

“ With the remains of such a |
Larmor, nnd in an

Richnrd would have demurred. but his |
gnest made n movement which convineed |
him dolay might be dangerous, and the |

{ of ham, big cuough fur n shark bait, wos

in his heart, but it glanced as from plate
instant the little man
waus on his feet.

* Oho, thut's your game i it?"

And with a trip that sent his heels
spinning in the air, Richard was thrown
hoadlong  with a force that shook the
house toits foundation, The club {oot
wis placed on his stomnch and what a
horrible ngly foot it was ! It was cleft
tilee the hoor' of an vz and seemed to weigh
a ton,

* Then you are the——o-,

“ Pray keep a eivil tongue in your
| head, and come along,” suid the little
| .

Richard fiinted.

When he came to himeelf day was break-
ing, The old house-koeper, who bad found
liim gronning and sprawling on the floor,
had, with wmach difliculty, shaken him

| into coneiousness.  She nssisted him o

[ bed, But Richard never was himself
':l;.:niu. The surfeit of pig had brought

on a fever, of which he died in eight days.

little |

awill, by which he left the bulk of his
fortune 1o John Walter's widow and
child ; which, after all, was n simple act
of justico, for the Dewon Nightmare had
told the truth,

. The Dutehman®s Experience.

At a oireus, recently, five dollars was
offered to any one who would ride the
winle three times around the ving withous
fulling off. A Dutchman present con-
cluded to try it und related his experi-
ence ns follows :

I got on his psck mitout sum dronbles,
and der fursd dime T got arount dat ring
splendit ; on der secont dime it ish a
drifle more harter for me to holt on mit
mineself, for dat mule peging to got ner-
vous, and T shust ish ont on mine third
rount, und vas dinkin Jdat der fifth toller
ish mine, ven dat pigger shackass mule
miakes a rare ub, und ub 1 goes in der
air, vich make me durn doo or dhres
snmmersets, und town I lanted in der
middle off dat ving, T dinks every pone
in mine pody is proked, so I drics so ]
can hurry outer dat ring, for T ish afraid
of miue life; ven T dry to done dis tings,
dat mule shackass up mit his pehint legs
and gave on mine pack pehind, such »
kick, as I ish knocked more as gix yarts
outer dat ving ; #o I ton't get der finif
tollars, 1 ish now made ub mit mine
mind dat any peobles vot dries to vin
monish mit mule ridin, ish a more pigger
shockaes a8 der mnle.  Aintit?

e

A pertinent text was recently preached
by a young ¢lergyman near Boston, who
returning to his parish after & month's
vacation, brought with him a companion
for life. Tt was of' course a surprise and
the subject of mauny rmarks, BErvery
[ body natarally wished to sce the pastor's
[ wite, and next Sunday the echurch was
'l'!'m\‘d(:\i. The attention of the congre-
| gation geemed turned more to the bride
[ thun to the serviee, until they were
[ startled by the announcement of the text,
[ What went ye out for to see?’ It
seewoed to meet the ease. Theneceforth
they looked upon the minister.

845 Returning {vom divine servico one
sunday, good little Billy 's idea of
propriety had been shocked by the won-

| dertul attire of some little fomale triends,
[ who displayed uncommonly low-necked
[ dresses; which moved Lim to say unto his
maternal parent : © It's poor business tor
fulks to go to chusch just to ghow their
clothes.”  * Why, my son, you must not
judge those little girls; we cannot see
their hearts,” % Can’ see their hearts 1"
excluimed Billy ; “well I shonld think
| you Illi;_'_ll'l':’} their dresses were low enough,
| I'm sure !

" ———

Rz The celebrated Dr. T'hynne—cel-
ehrated almost as much for his love of
good living us for his professional skill—
called one day upon a certain eccentrie
nobleman, whom he found sitting alone at
a very nice dinner.  After some time the
doctor receiving no iuvitation to partake
of” it suid ; * My dear lord, if T were in
| your lordship's place, 1 should gay, * Pray

doctor, do as I am doing” '  “ A thon-

[ sand purdons for the owmission,” eried his
[ lordship ; * pray, then, my dear doctor.
{doas I am doing—go Lowe and eut
| your own dinner,”

I e Judge Hagh Breckenridge, of
the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, the
witty anthor of * Modern  Chivalry,”
whilst riding through Westmoreland Co,,
Pa., suw a young girl who was going out
| tomilk the cows, pluce her hand on the
| top rail of a fenee, and spring over.—
[ If you can do that again, my girl, I
will marry you,” The girl did sp. The
| Judge dismounted, saw the purents of
the girl, and told them that he would un-
dertake the education of their danghter
and afterwards marry her; which  wae
done,

pes~ The celebrated Dr. Gregory, in
the course of one of' his medieal lectures
at Edinburg, stuted : ¥ Oue cannot stand
| perfectly motionless for half an  hour;
{ that he had once tried to doso, and faint=
[ en t the end of twenty minutes. 'The
[ blood requiring the aid of motion from
the body in order to retsin its full cireu-
lating power,” |

men. Discossion of the Bible questions

in Cineinnati has led one of the writers
[of the Cincinnati Commercinl to exam-
{ine the book. After deseribing briefly,
| he comes to the conelnsion that ** Indeed
{ the Bible is n good book to read.”
——— e,
[ By” A young farmer whe ingnired

how best to sturt a nursery was told
l get married.

-



